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G8 Physical Science Course Syllabus and Class Policies 2011/12
Teacher: Mr. Kris Kowaliuk / Mr. Chris Kong
Office : MHS – C202
Telephone : 5855-4588 ext. 546
Email : Christopher_kong@smicschool.com; Kris_Kowaliuk@smicschool.com
Course Description

Textbook – Glencoe Science, ‘Science Level Blue’, McGraw-Hill, 2005.
This course is designed to help students to investigate and understand introductory level concepts in Chemistry, Physics and Astronomy through a series of lectures, homework, quizzes, interesting demos and creative laboratory.

Students will begin learning with Astronomy in the 1st quarter and continue on with fundamental Physics in the 2nd and 3rd quarters. We will wrap up with Chemistry in the last quarter. A total of 4 units of study will be covered. 

Earth’s place in the Universe
· The Sun-Earth-Moon System

· The Solar System

· Stars and Galaxies

Motion, Forces, and Energy
· Motion

· Force and Newton’s Laws

· Work, Energy and Power

· Density and Buoyancy

· Thermal Energy

Physical Interactions
· Electricity

· Magnetism

· Waves, Sound, and Light

Chemistry of Matter
· Inside the Atom

· The Periodic Table

· Atomic Structure and Chemical Bonds

· Chemical Reactions

This course can provide students the foundation they need to further their studies on any higher level science-related subjects later.

Class Policy

(I)
Homework

Organizing Homework

· Students will need to buy a folder for organizing their homework (one with 3 pockets for notes, homework and quizzes respectively).

· All the materials in the folder should be arranged with the latest dates on top.

* Periodical checks will be conducted by the teacher without notice. 

Turn-in

· Homework assignments will be given out to students at the beginning of each chapter and students will turn in their homewok at the end of each chapter. 
· Homework should be turned in to the subject representative directly.
Late Work

· Students with approved absences will have the number of days of their absence to complete their assignments.

· Any late work will not receive full credit.

· Late work beyond 3 days will be marked as incomplete (no credit). 

How to grade homework

· Homework will be graded according to these few categories :

1. Completion

2. Accuracy

3. neatness

4. expression of extra knowledge apart from the text.

Formatting

· In the upper right hand corner of your assignment, follow this format:
	Full Name
	

	Date
	

	Assignment
	


· All assignments must be written on standard college A4 ruled paper

· Students are encouraged to use pencil.

· Homework must be hand written, not typed

· All writings must be clear enough for me to read

Corrections

· Students may be required to redo their homework if the work is of poor quality.

· Students can receive full credit for corrected homework.

· Corrections must be returned to teacher for checking the next day.

(II)
Quizzes

· Students will always have ample time to prepare for their quizzes (at least 3 days notice). Quizzes are usually given on a biweekly basis.

· Returned quizzes must be corrected. 

(III)
Cheating 

Cheating, plagiarism (include copying homework from other students), will lead to disciplinary action including lunch or after-school detention, deduction of credits (can even lead to zero!), a phone call home, or referral to the Students Affair Director.  

(IV)
Laboratory

· Safety is the most important issue to take note in the lab. At all times, students are to observe carefully all the lab rules and regulations. Any student who tries to be mischievous will be asked to leave the lab until further notice from the teacher or lab technician. 

· Students are not allowed to touch any equipment or chemicals without teacher’s instruction.

· Most experiments required students to work in groups.

· Any equipment damaged intentionally or due to mishandling will require students to pay for it.

· Students are to report straight to teacher or lab technician if they are hurt in any way.

(V)
Grading

Homework                         -----------       25 %

Quizzes                              -----------       32 %

Lab


       -----------       15 %

Exam                                  -----------       20 %

Participation

       -----------         8 %

Total                                   -----------      100 %

-------------------------- “Creativity is more important than Knowledge” -----------------------






by Albert Einstein

________________________________________________________________________
Student Name : _________________________________                Grade : 8 (    )

We have read and understood all policies listed above.

_____________________


_________________________

Student Signature



Parent Signature
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