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The Moon’s Origin

Before the Apollo space missions in the 1960s and 19705,
here were three leading theorics about the Moon's origin.
Accordingto one theory,the Moon was captured by Earth's gay-

3 Another held that the Moon and Earth condensed from the
same cloud of dust and gas. An alternative theory proposed that
Earth ejected molten material that became the Moon.

The data gathered by the Apallo mis-
sions have led many scientiss to support a new theory, known
as the impact theory. It states that the Moon formed billions of
years ago from condensing gas and debris thrown off when
Earth collded with a Mars-sized object a shown in Figure 13
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Figure 13 Accorting othe.
impact theory, a Mars sized obect

ded ith Eartharound 46 b
Yonyeas ago. Vaporized materals
clected by thecllsion began.
orbiting Earth and quicky co-
sldated nt th Moon.
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