AP Physics Course Syllabus and Class Policies 2011/12









Name : ________________

Teacher: Mr. Kris Kowaliuk
Office : MHS – C202
Telephone : 5855-4588 ext. 546
Email : Kris_Kowaliuk@smicschool.com
Course Description

Textbook:

Giancoli, Douglas C. (2005). Physics: Principles with Applications (6th ed.). Upper Saddle River, NJ, USA: Prentice Hall.
“This course provides a systematic introduction to the main principles of physics and emphasizes the development of conceptual understanding and problem-solving ability using algebra and trigonometry.” -CollegeBoard.com

Our course at SMIC will meet all the requirements to prepare our students for the Physics B exam given by College Board on Monday, May 14th at noon. The successful completion of this exam qualifies students for possible college/university credit. Additionally, our course will be constructed on collaborative learning, discussion, demonstrations and laboratories. Assessments will include midterm and semester exams, chapter tests, homework assignments and a lab component. Physics B consists of 5 sections:
Newtonian Mechanics
· Kinematics
· Dynamics

· Momentum

Fluid Mechanics & Thermal Physics
· Heat
· Thermodynamics

Waves & Optics
· Wave Motion
· Optics

Electricity & Magnetism

· Electric Fields

· Magnetic Fields

· Circuits

· Electromagnetism

Atomic & Nuclear Physics
· Photo Electric Effect
· Wave-Particle Duality

· Nuclear Decay

· Mass-Energy Equivalence

Class Policy
(I)
Homework

Organizing Homework

· Students will need to buy a folder for organizing their homework (one with 3 pockets for notes, homework and quizzes respectively).
· Students will also need to have a calculator. Calculators may be used for all in-class assessments, homework and the free-response section of the AP Physics Exam. However, calculators cannot be used on the multiple choice section of the AP Physics Exam.
· All the materials in the folder should be arranged with the latest dates on top.

* Periodical checks will be conducted by the teacher without notice. 

Turn-in

· Homework assignments will be given out to students at the beginning of each chapter and students will turn in their homewok at the end of each chapter. 
· Homework should be turned in to the subject representative directly.
Late Work

· Students with approved absences will be responsible to hand in all missed assignments the next class.
· Any late work will not receive full credit.

· Late work beyond 3 days will be marked as incomplete (no credit). 

How to grade homework

· Homework will be graded according to these few categories :

1. Completion

2. Accuracy

3. Neatness & Expression of Extra Knowledge 

Formatting

· In the upper right hand corner of your assignment, follow this format:
	Full Name
	

	Date
	

	Assignment
	


· All assignments must be written on standard college A4 ruled paper.
· Students are encouraged to use pencil.

· Homework must be hand written, not typed.
· All writings must be clear enough for me to read.
Corrections

· Students may be required to redo their homework if the work is of poor quality.

· Students can receive full credit for corrected homework.

· Corrections must be returned to teacher for checking the next day.

(II)
Quizzes & Tests
· Students will always have ample time to prepare for their quizzes (at least 3 days notice). Quizzes are usually given on a weekly basis.

· Returned quizzes must be corrected. 

(III)
Cheating 

Cheating, plagiarism (including copying homework from other students), will lead to disciplinary action including lunch or after-school detention, deduction of credits, a phone call home, or referral to the Students’ Affairs Director.  

(IV)
Laboratory

· Safety is the first priority in the lab. At all times, students are to carefully observe all the lab rules and regulations. Any student who tries to be mischievous will be asked to leave the lab until further notice from the teacher or lab technician. 

· Students are not allowed to touch any equipment or chemicals without teacher’s instruction.

· Most experiments require students to work in groups.

· Any equipment damaged intentionally or due to mishandling will require students to pay for its replacement.

· Students are to report straight to teacher or lab technician if they are hurt in any way.

(V)
Grading

Homework                         -----------       20 %

Quizzes                              -----------       40 %

Lab


       -----------       15 %

Exam                                  -----------       20 %

Participation

       -----------         5 %

Total                                   -----------      100 %
(VI) 
Withdraw
The student date for withdrawal is September 9th. Teachers can decide to have students withdrawn from an AP course until September 30th.
________________________________________________________________________
Student Name: _________________________________  
We have read and understood all policies listed above.

_____________________


_________________________

Student Signature




Parent Signature
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